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CHAPTER 3

The Myth of Inevitability

and Invincibility
esistance to Slavers and the Slave Trade in
 Central Africa, 1850-1910

Dennis D. Cordell

GH MYTHOLOGIES SURROUNDING slave raids and the slave trade in
d have it that slavers were all but invincible, enjoying superiority in
and technology, the reality for both the Atlantic and Muslim com-
ras often otherwise.! African men and women employed a variety of
to resist attacks of slave raiders and later sale by slave merchants. Oral
nies collected in north-central Africa in the 1970s, as well as travel litera-
.the nineteenth and twentienth centuries and early French colonial
ord glimpses into the ways that peoples such as the Sara in today’s
Chad, and the Banda and Manza in today’s Central African Republic
isted the attacks of raiders: from the kingdoms of Bagirmi and Wadai
ad basin to the north in the 1870s, from the Khartoumers and their
om the Nile basin to the east around the same time, and later in the
om bands of brigands associated with warlord Rabih Fadl-Allah and
Muhammad al-Sanusi in the region itself. Indeed al-Sanusi became “sul-
ar al-Kuti, one of the last major slave-exporting states in north-central

31
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Africa—before the tragic resurgence of slave raiding and slave trading in the
area in the late twentieth century (Rone 1995; Weber 1999).
This essay explores the varieties and strategies of resistance to Muslim slave
raiding and the Muslim slave trade in north-central Afica. Ranging from physical
resistance that was perhaps more effective than the stereotypes of raiding usually -
suggest, to the adoption of new building styles, settlement patterns, and crops, and
to strategies of hiding and flight, the peoples of this part of Africa attempted to pro- -
tect themselves, their families, and their neighbors from the twin scourges of slave |
raiders and slave traders. These efforts were by no means always successful, bu
neither were they uniformly ineffective. Before examining the ways that individuals &
and groups resisted the depredations of raiders, however, it is necessary to contex-
tualize and historicize the evolution of the slaving frontiers in this part of Africa.

em, on the northern borders of Lake Chad, in the late eleventh or early
turies and again to the south to Borno? in the fourteenth (Nachtigal
n3, 146; Levizion and Hopkins, 428n8). In time, the ruling class of
sclaimed itself part of the Muslim world, and, with that, Borno slaving
a'_.raude;d in the lands along the middle Shari River, in today's southern
thin north-central Africa, the state of Bagirmi arose by the sixteenth
d-declared itself within the bounds of the Islamic world several centu-
Nachtigal 1987, 398). Slavers from Bagirmi targeted regions to the

e lands of the peoples whom today we call the Sara (Reyna 1990).
enteenth century the ostensibly Muslim state of Wadai grew up to the
‘of Bagirmi, in eastern Chad (Nachtigal 1971, 206-7, 207n1). The rul-
dai, too, cast in their lot with Dar al-Islam, and Wadaian raiders sought
southern hinterland among the Sara, but also among the Banda and
By the early nineteenth century, the state was well positioned at the
erminus of a new trans-Saharan caravan route, an itinerary that fos-
export of increased numbers of slaves toward the Islamic heartlands
977). To the east, the kingdom of Darfur arose in the western region
'Sudan, Datfur also lay at the southern end of a caravan route, Darb al-

¢ Forty-Day Road, which became an important itinerary for exporting
Fahey and Spaulding 1974; O'Fahey 1982; Barth 1965, 121). Borno,
Wadai, and Darfur, then, all competed for and carved out raiding zones
uth—in north-central Africa.

expansion of Muslim slave raiding and slave trading in the nineteenth
‘twentieth centuries also reflects another process—the expansion of the
}world economy and European military technology into the Middle East
indirectly, via Muslim intermediaries, up the valley of the Nile and south-
north-central Affica. The focus here is on the Nile valley and the slave
id slave traders known as the Khartoumers and their successors. Ina man-
saralleled the process described in the preceding paragraphs for the Chad
stof today’s Sudan and east of Lake Chad, the Islamic frontier moved up
ley into the northeastern borderlands of north-central Africa. To be
al societies, both Muslim and non-Muslim, as well as the states that arose
on, were different, but the process was somewhat similar.”

Napoleon’s invasion and occupation of Egypt in 1798 and the ensuing
on of British political and economic influence in the Middle Eastern heart-
the first half of the nineteenth century, the expansion of Dar al-Islam be-
: with the expansion of the European world economy
: S a e the Islamic heartlands, and most not?bly

THE EXPANSION OF MUSLIM SLAVING FRONTIERS
IN NORTH-CENTRAL AFRICA

The broad chronology and geography of shifting Muslim slaving frontiers in
north-central Africa are by now reasonably well known (Burnham 1980; Cor-
dell 1979, 1983, 1985a,b, 1988; Dampierre 1967, 1983; Santandrea 1964,
1981; Sikainga 1991). Like the Judeo-Christian traditions, which preceded and
coexisted with it, the Islamic sunna, or tradition, has not historically condemned
either slavery or the slave trade (see Marmon 1999; Lewis 1990; Gordon 1987).
Strictly speaking, however, Muslims were admonished against taking other
Muslims into slavery. Moreover, Muslim slave owners were called upon to en-
courage their slaves to convert to Islam, grant them freedom in their wills, and
consider the children of slaves who converted to Islam as free individuals. While
such advice was by no means always heeded, it promoted both the removal of
slave raiding to the limits of the Islamic world and an endlessly renewed de-
mand for captives. With the initially rapid and subsequently steady expansion of
Dar al-Islam (the land of Islam), then, the slaving frontiers shifted farther and
farther away from the heartlands of Islam in the Middle East and North Africa—
to Islamic border regions in the Mediterranean and southeast and central
Europe, Central and South and Southeast Asia, and Africa south of the Sahara,
By the eleventh century, for example, the Muslim geographer al-Idrisi re-
ported slave raiding in the Fazzan, in today’s southern Libya—the borderland
between Dar al-Islam and Dar al-Harb (the land of war) (in Levtzion and Hop-
kins 2000, 119). From there the Islamic frontier moved on to regions still farther
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that of Muhammad “Ali in Egypt (1805-48), resorted to tactics of defensive mod
ernization, importing European advisors, weapons, and forms of bureaucratic or

European technology, advisors, and know-how to extend the Egyptian sphere of
at the confluence of the Blue Nile and White Nile in 1824 (Bjerkelo 1989, 37).

expansion launched ventures into southern and southwestern Sudan. They
forged trade routes and founded fortified, armed camps, or zaribas (Arabic), along
them. In so doing, they integrated these regions into the expanding Muslim
economy adjacent to the Nile. Known as the Khartoumers because the Egyptian

toumers and their mercenaries raided some local peoples for captives and enticed
protect themselves from the raiders. By the 1870s the German traveler Georg

Bahr al-Ghazal and farther south, in Azande territories.
Around this time, and propelled by British efforts to abolish the slave trade

some cases, it was the Khartoumers themselves or their associates who exported
the system beyond the borders of Sudan (Santandrea 1964). One of the most
(in)famous was Rabih b. Fadl-Allah, 2 lieutenant of Rahma al-Zubayr, the most
notorious Khartoumer of them all (Cordell 1986, n.d.). By 1876, Rabih had set
up camp in today’s eastern CAR (Dampierre 1983). At first Rabih maintained ties
with the Khartoumer network based in the Nile Valley, whence he imported
weapons and trade goods and towards which he exported captives. However,
British pressure disrupted slave exports by way of the Nile Valley and via Darb
al-Arba‘in from Darfur in the latter part of the century. Rabih eventually redi-
rected his attention toward the states of Bagirmi and Wadai to the north in an
effort to tie his commercial operations into the existing slave-raiding and slave-
trading networks that extended north into the Chad basin. Here the route from

ganization—initially to protect themselves from the growing European threat, |
They also soon mobilized these borrowings in an effort to dominate adjacent re-
gions without direct access to Eutopean technology and organization. For Egypt, :
this led to designs on the upper Nile valley, as the government deployed imported
influence to the south. The Egyptians founded their “colonial capital” of Khartoum -

By mid-century, slave raiders and slave merchants associated with Egyptian '

colonial capital on the Nile was a critical node in their commercial networks, -
these merchants employed armed bands to protect their centers and caravans. In ;
this region, where people were the most valuable resource to be had, the Khar- -
others to join in their enterprise, either out of a desire for gain or in an effort to -
Schweinfurth (1874, 2:410-32) reported zaribas every twenty or thirty miles in

in the Nile Valley, the “zariba system,” as Stefano Santandrea terms i, spilled over :
the divide separating the Nile basin from the Ubangi River basin to the west. In

Bagirmi and Wadai to Libya remained free of European harassment—a perfect .

expanding exports of slaves. Hence the zariba system was reborn in the
& Sara, Banda, and Manza of north-central Aftica.
ugh a foreign seed, the zariba system found fertile soil in the region
foical traders and raiders who hitched their fortunes to veteran Khartoum-
1s Rabih. Foremost among these was Muhammad al-Sanusi, a Runga
Stentate in the northern part of today’s CAR who became a client of
¢ outlines of al-Sanusi’s career—along with the devastation he visited
area—are now known (Cordell 1985a). He used support from Rabih
h himself, then made several bids for independence, finally succeeding
‘patron. had left the region for Bagirmi and Borno, where he was killed
‘ifan encounter with the French at Kusseri in today’s northern Came-
Sanusi founded a permanent capital at Ndele in 1896 and set in motion
ing spiral of violence that engulfed several tens of thousands of square
ie time of his assassination by the French in 1911, leaving the northern
very sparsely populated land that it is today. Al-Sanusi’s resettlement of
d refugees at Ndele created the largest city in north-central Africa by
he French conquest; so much so that early maps of the region identify
only substantial urban center between the Congo River and the central
ater cartographers copied their predecessors, so that Ndele remains
tly visible on today’s maps of the area even though al-Sanusi's erst-
tal of thirty thousand is today but a village of several thousand people.
ntemporary observers and historians of the expansion of the Muslim
in this part of Africa—including myself— have tended to emphasize
on wrought by slave raiders and the draining impact of the slave
ttakesisa glance at a population map of the region with its vast empty
“and widely scattered settlements to understand that this tale of demo-
ster is not a figment of a too fertile imagination or simply a crusade
e the horrors of slave raiding, slavery, and the slave trade (Pantobe
However, the historical sources that document this process also in-
rn erous examples of the ways that local peoples defended themselves—
im raiders from the north and east, as well as from locally born and
ands like al-Sanusi, '

i

DING, MORTAI.ITY, AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF RESISTANCE

ogether, these tales of resistance make it clear that the Sara, Banda,
d their neighbors were not simply tilting at windmills. Often successful
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heir villages, thinking that the danger had passed. The marauders

d 'surreptitiously, attacking and quickly subduing the settlement

06, 174).

sthese descriptions, there are also examples of raiding gone awry.

the Manza defeated al-Sanusi's banners outright in 1892 or 1893

,28; Gaud 1911, 95-96; Kalck 1970, 2:449-50). The Sara Ngama

bistantial casualties on another raiding party in 1896 —although the

till recurned with substantial numbers of prisoners. During a ghazzia

‘Banda Linda five yeats later, the Banda attacked al-Sanusi’s men,

of them to throw themselves in the nearby Ouaka River, where

ed (OA22.1; OA23.1; Julien 1925, 142-43; 1928, 65-66; 1929,

ortality rates among raiders during the handful of ghazzias for

ave data confirm the ability of “victims” to turn the tables on their

companying al-Sanusi’s men on an expedition in Sara country in

evalier (1907, 281-82) recorded that the sultan’s force lost fifteen

attack on a village of about 120 people; in another ghazzia against

of similar size, the raiders lost two men. To be sure, casualties among
ere substantial, and, more often than not, their villages were burned.
is also the case that the more advanced repeating rifles that appeared
n after 1900 led to more lethal raids (Cordell 1988, 153). Nonethe-
umbers of people managed to flee— presumably to return once the

aiders went on their way.

their will with complete impunity, some of these exploits were remembered
pride three-quarters of a century later. Taken together, they call into question
narratives of inevitability and invincibility promulgated by the raiders and tradets
themselves in efforts to weaken resistance, reported by the French to justify colo:
nial conquest and their subsequent oxymoronic wars of pacification, and repro
duced in oral accounts collected in the later twentieth century. B
For example, near contemporary observers such as Al-Hajj Abdu, advisor
al-Sanusi, told French traveler Auguste Chevalier in 1903 that Rabih “ate the
entite country, .. . where he passed he took all” (Chevalier 1907, 226). And '
Modat, the French resident in Ndele at the time of al-Sanusi’s assassination it ;
1911, wrote that a popular cradle song went something like “Rabi jo, raz :
duga” (‘Rabih came, bullets rained down”) (1912, 226). Informants in Dar al
Kauti in the 1970s told stories they had heard all their lives about Rabih and hi
raiders: “When they headed down the way and came upon a tree, they ran righ
over it and it disappeared; they were as numerous as swarming termites”; of,
“When they crossed a stream, so much water splashed on the banks that the wa:
ter level plummeted” (Oral Account 22.3; OA21.4). Similar stories were told
the 1970s about al-Sanusi: that he was the “first sultan” in the area, meaning tha
his likes had not been seen before; that he was frightfully cruel, filling caves
around Ndele with the skulls of clients and captives who displeased him; that h
alone was responsible for the demographic desert of today’s north-central Africz

(Cordell 1985a). _
While there is no doubt that slave raiding and the slave trade had a deva

tating impact on all aspects of life in north-central Africa, data at hand intimat
at the same time that the story may be more complex—and the devastatio
somewhat less one-sided— than suggested by these tropes of total war. For ex:
ample, the slavers’ tactics did not convey total confidence and disdain for th
capacity of non-Muslims to protect themselves. Both local and European ac
counts of slave raiding in Dar al-Kuti and the southern Chad basin for th
period report that the raiders frequently resorted to surprise, attacking at day.
break just after the fjr(morning prayer) with guns blazing to frighten their tar
gets (OA21.4; Julien 1929, 55-56; “Le saharien” 1908, 285; ANT). (And give
that the most common firearm in this part of Africa in the late nineteenth cen
tury was the flintlock, which required considerable time to reload, the raiders
guns probably “blazed” only once) Other usual tactics embodied subterfuge
Brigands first approached villages openly, giving people ample opportunity t
flee into the brush. The raiders then withdrew, leading their wguld—be captiv

D RELOCATION: KAGAS, CAVERNS, AND FORTIFIED VILLAGES

ance to raiding of the sort described above was probably some-
tof the ordinary, a more usual way of “fighting back” was simply to

e terrain in the face of a more powerful foe. Since the objective of
was to take captives, refuge and relocation were effective forms of
' Most ghazzias took place in the dry season, when rank-and-file
ere not tied down by the demands of agriculture and when travel was.
eover, raiding expeditions did not return each year to the same lo-
efore, if people hid for a few days or weeks, or a month ot two, the
ded to move on, not to return for the remainder of the season.
rooded savanna of north-central Africa lent itself to this strategy. Al-
gely open, rainfall was greater than farther north in the Sahel, giving
imerous rivers and streams and promoting the growth of extensive
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basin near the Ubangi-Nile divide, the French resident Modat observed
ne time people built their villages and cleared fields adjacent to Jebel
‘huge rock formation where in times of danger they hid in a labyrinth of
Jand caves (Modat 1912, 185). Much later, in 1974 and 1975, tales of
and caves continued to circulate among people in the area. Informants
bout and led me to tunnels that connected open areas once occupied by
kagas many yards away (OA3.2; OA4.1;0A5.2/6.1; 0A6.2; OA9.2/
3.1; OA15.2/16.1; OA22.1). In these areas the ground resounded
eps as 1 walked above subterranean passages. One informant even
ed that a tunnel north of al-Sanusi’s capital at Ndele led to Koudou,
ve kilometers to the southwest (OA14.2)!
nd seeking refuge in kagas and caverns, people in north-central Africa
ected themselves by banding together in larger settlements. Around
ost peoples, from the Gbaya in the west to the Manza and Sara in the
d on to the Banda and Kresh farther east, tended to live in dispersed
nts. They practiced shifting cultivation and resided in scattered small
near their fields. The intensification of slave raiding—in the middle
e century from Muslim states to the north such as Bagirmi, Wadai,
r, and then later from the Khartoumers from the east—led people to
these residential patterns. Early examples of larger villages were found
e Sara, who lived closest to Bagirmi and Wadai, the earliest sponsors
'raiding in the area. Among the Sara, these larger concentrations of
promoted a greater centralization of authority (Magnant 1986, 62,
:+182-84, fS9~206). This shift toward larger, fortified settlements
outh from the Chad basin and southwest from the Nile regions with
ression-of the Muslim slaving frontier.
er settlements were the logical outgrowth of more commeon and more
raiding. They also reproduced the fortified camps, or zawiyas, of the
iders themselves. The camp of the Kresh chief Sa“id Baldas in the
Nile border region, visited by the Frenchman Prins in 1901, was a
xample of this phenomenon:

stretches of dense brush and light forest. The peculiar geo ogy of north-centra
Aftica also facilitated refuge. From the northern part of today’s CAR to south
ern Kordofan, in central Sudan, the vast plains are punctuated by enormous, al
most surreal, outcroppings of rock riddled with caves and crevasses and are no
easily accessible on foot, much less on horseback (Escayrac 1851, 371; Courtet 1
1907; Bruel 1935, 38, 54). Erosion produced these formations, as more porous 2
surrounding laterite soil was washed away, leaving islands of denser rock. The
languages of all peoples in the region include terms for these specific forma-

tions. Many individual outcroppings had their own proper names. Known as

kaga among the Banda and mbiz among the Azande farther southeast, some of I

these massive protrusions had their own sources of water (Bruel 1935, 202). j

Believed to harbor spirits as well as provide physical protection, the kaga

were prime destinations for people seeking to escape slave raiders. Slave-raiding °

forces that wreaked havoc in the region—from those of Muhammad €Ali of

Egypt, which marauded in Kordofan in the mid-nineteenth century, to the ban- -

ners of al-Sanusi, which wreaked havoc farther west half a century later, to Fulani -

forces still farther west, in today’s northern Cameroon— laid siege'to these refuges

(Escayrac 1851, 371; Bruel 1935, 202). At times, the outcroppings also served as -

bases for attack. Kaga Kazembe is a case in point. Rabih laid siege unsuccessfully :

against a Manza force lodged at Kazembe around 1885. An attack by al-Sanusi’s

men in 1892 or 1893 led to an outright Manza victory. And in both 1894 and

1901, Banda Ngao forces allied with the sultan failed to take the stronghold..

Only in 1903 did a French force commanded by Capitaine Toqué force the Manza

to abandon Kaga Kazembe (Vergiat 1937, 28), The oral traditions of numerous

Banda and Manza groups in the region include tales of refuge in one kaga oran-

other. Indeed the search for security led al-Sanusi himself'to decide to locate his

new capital at Kaga Ndele in 1896 (Cordell 1985a, 173, 245).

In addition to kagas, themselves frequently perforated by caves, the laterite

\ soil also washed away below the surface in places, creating tunnels and caverns

| that afforded refuge from raiders. The written historical record from the turn of
v the last century, as well as oral accounts collected in the 1970s, include abundant
references to such hideaways and routes of escape. A few years after 1900, for

example, the French traveler Prins recorded communities of “troglodytes” in the
Bamingui River region, including a community of three families consisting of
eight adult men, four young men, five women, and two babies. The small number
of women and children was due to the fact that al-Sanusi’s forces had surprised
them working in their fields and had taken other women and children captive
(1909, 17-18). A few years later, and farther east in Kresh country in the eastern:

e can call the large town that is the capital of the Sultanate of Sa‘id
as a city; a city enclosed by a circular adobe wall five meters thick at the
and a meter thick at the top, [a wall] five meters high with an open space
ing the circumference on the inside, [a wall] pierced by loopholes and
d off wi_tﬁ a fri_mﬁf’-sharpcnéd bamboo stakes. A moat between six

: meterswide and between five and eight meters deep runs around the ‘
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foot of the wall [on the outside]; three gates on the west side are capped with
tree trunks seven meters tall that serve as observation towers; gates three
meters wide and four meters tall can be hermetically sealed in the blink of an
eye by beams always at the ready.

This enclosure, whose equivalent I have only seen at Mainfa in Bagirmi,
is nothing other than the headquarters of the sultan, who brought together
there, around his own residence, the residences of his major chiefs and sharp-
shooters, who numbered about 150. It also sheltered at the time of our visit
a settled population of two thousand souls, but certain areas of the settlement
were deserted that could easily accommodate a population of equivalent

size. . . . Total population was between four and five thousand. (Prins 1925,
138-39, 140)

While most of the fortress villages in north-central Africa were not as well

fortified, peoples throughout the area abandoned earlier scattered patterns of

residence for denser settlements in locales not always chosen for their proximity
to ample supplies of water or agricultural [and.

NEew CroPs AND A RETURN TO OLD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES

Along with refuge, relocation, and new types of settlements—all aimed at resisting
Muslim slave raiders in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries— people
returned to older sources of food and adopted newer agricultural practices. Peoples
of this region were probably the first to domesticate millets and sorghums, crops
known for their high protein content (Stemler, Harlan, and deWet 1975). By
the mid-nineteenth century numerous varieties of the plant provided a rich
sustenance.

However, the cultivation of sorghums and millets also made people particularly
vulnerable to raiders. First, the plants were grown in large cleared fields that made
them very visible to passersby and signaled the presence of farmers not too far away.
Second, the crop demanded substantial care throughout the growing season, and
so it could not be abandoned for very long without jeopardizing the harvest. Third,
because the ripened grain develops in dense clusters at the top of the plant, the heads
of grain were easily stolen. Finally, the mature crop must be harvested within a nar-
row window of time or else be lost to birds and rodents or fall over in the fields to
rot (Prioul 1981, 93-96; ENA; Prioul n.d.). Continued cultivation of the crop, then,
was not particularly well suited for populations besieged by violence.
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‘peoples countered the vulnerabilities posed by sorghum cultivation
strategies. The first can hardly be called resistance, although it served
‘farmers fleeing slavers: they simply stopped growing sorghum and re-
e completely on hunting and gathering, earlier practices that had be-
ly supplements to farming after the spread of sorghum. Examples of this
-are numerous in the historical record of the period, but Prins, once
ers 4 salient description. During his sojourn in and around Sa%id Bal-
tal, he visited the Banda village of Joungorou (or Yango Hourou.) The
t lay very near a dense gallery forest and could only be reached by
through tunnels in the dense surrounding brambles. There were no
ths nearby to give away the presence of a village. Moreover, the people
elds because they feared that these signs of habitation would also betray
ey survived by hunting, gathering wild honey, and trading dried meat
ting for grain with the people of the neighboring village of Mouvou
25, 157).
other strategy was more active than passive and changed the agricul-
ory of the region. Beginning with Banda groups in the south and
g north to the Manza and the Sara, local peoples began cultivating man-
ot crop of dubious nutritional value, manioc was, nonetheless, suited for
insecurity. First, it could be planted in small plots and the mature crop
very tall; hence, manioc patches were easy to conceal. Second, once
it required very little care. The root of the plant is the part that is eaten.
‘below the ground, it is relatively safe from marauders. Neither did the
ave to be harvested within a specified period of time. The yield is substan-
een six and forty tons per hectare, depending on the quality of the soil
e 1956, 66). Schweinfurth (1874, 1:526~27) described some of these
ristics of the plant in the 1870s, and also noted that the easternmost
on to cultivate the crop at the time were the Mangbetu in the northeast-
ngi basin. Later, Michel Georges (1963, 346), an agricultural economist,
ed the observations of the German traveler, noting that manioc was com-
lanted at the beginning of the second year of a four-year cycle, left in the
through the third and fourth year, and harvested at the end of the fourth
ing of the fifth year.
e late nineteenth century manioc cultivation became common. Charles
¢(1953, 215-18) suggests that in 1850 the crop was cultivated only in
est part of today's CAR, whence it spread north and northeast, reaching
da of the Bambari region in the eastern Ubangi basin (and north of the
tu) in 1880. Manza informants reported that in earlier titnes they ate millet
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that in earlier times they até millet
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étu) in 1880.
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exclusively, and that they borrowed manioc from the Banda. Indeed the impor-
tance of millet in Manza ritual —for circumeision and ancestor ceremonies — sug-
gests that it, and not manioc, was the primordial crop among them (Renouf-Stefanik
1978, 50n118). Shortly before 1900, in fact, traveler Félix Chapiséau (1900,
102) reported that the Manza grew both manioc and millet. In 1974, when asked
about manioc cultivation in earlier periods, Banda informant Yadri Sali in Ndele
i replied “gozo mafi, kalla bes’ (‘there was no manioc, only millet”) (OA9.1).
i The irony of the tale of the diffusion of manioc is, of course, that the plant
b was domesticated as a food crop in the Americas (Tisserant 1953, 217). It later
' : spread to Africa with the rise of the Atlantic slave trade and made its way into the
African interior by following, in reverse, the itineraries used by slave raiders and

theastern Chad. People who remained either retreated into the swamps
ake margins or paid tribute in slaves to Wadai and Darfur (Modat 1912,

i

ed farther north and migrated south and southwest in the nineteenth cen-
avoid enslavement. Unfortunately, they moved into the area that would
come al-Sanusi’s prime raiding territory (Delafosse 1930).

er south, in the region of the Nile-Ubangi divide, the Kresh peoples
ed west in the 1870s, 1880s, and 1890s to escape Rabih, later to find

ves within the reach of al-Sanusi; so they fled back toward the east around

E slave traders to take their caravans of captives to the coast, In north-central Africa the 1970s they were but a memory in the region (Santandrea 1964,
! it helped people conceal themselves from Muslim raiders. And they took it with 7; Modat 1912, 285). The stories of the Manza and the Banda are similar
i them in what was, in all probability, the most common form of resistance—flight 911, 97, 107; Julien 1925, 106; Modat 1912, 224-28; Prioul 1981,
1% and resettlement in another region.

Giles-Vernick 1996). Buffeted by ghazzias from the north, the Banda mi-
from south of Darfur to the southwest, where they found themselves
the reach of Rabih and al-Sanusi. They moved farther to the west, where
the Manza and Gbaya, themselves migrating to the south and the east
bid Fulani raiding expeditions from the Borno region as well as predators
Bagirmi to the north. As a result, the Banda, already made up of a large num-
spopulations, splintered into still smaller groups and headed south down the
of the Ubangi River tributaries to just north of the Ubangi itself. The
on density in the region in 1958 tells the tale. The population of the
e district of the southeastern CAR, home to many Banda, averaged 12.1
‘ -per square kilometer; while that of Ubangi-Shari colony as a whole was
ple per square kilometer (Kalck 1970, 1:171-72, 212-13, 244). The
itentral, eastern, and northeastern parts of the country —prime targets for
m slave raiding and slave trading between 1850 and 1920 —were all but
ted. They remain so today.

MIGRATION OR FLIGHT AS RESISTANCE

Of all the types of resistance surveyed in this chapter, migration or permanent
relocation was perhaps the most common. While this strategy did not confront
slave raiders and slave traders head-on, it hit at the heart of their enterprise by
depriving them of people to capture and sell. The historiography of north-
central Africa—oral, written, and material—testifies to the frequency with
which individuals, families, and villages fled their attackers. Much of this story
is told elsewhere, so a summary will suffice here (Cordell 1983, 1:69-70;
1985a, 23-30; Giles-Vernick 1996, 257).

Oral testimonies collected from the peoples of north-central Africa abound
in the bibliography below—from Browne (1806) in the late eighteenth century,
el-Tounsy (1845, 1851) shortly thereafter, Barth (1965) in the mid-nineteenth
century, and Nachtigal (1971, 1987) a generation later, to early French travelers
and military men around 1900, the colonial authorities and scholars that arrived
with colonial rule, and on to the foreign and African researchers of the indepen-
dence era. They all recorded tales of flight and migration as people migrated to
escape slave raiders. The catalogue is both impressive and overwhelming.

For example, the Binga, the Yulu, and the Kara, who lived south of Darfur

: in the early twentieth century, reported that they had once lived farther north,
i but migrated southward to avoid ghazzias from Datfur and later attacks of the

YTH OF INEVITABILITY AND INVINCIBILITY REVISITED

end of this tale of violence and resistance, what might be said about the
-proposed at the beginning? Just how effective was resistance to Muslim
-and ghazzias among the peoples of north-central Africa? To what extent
es of the inevitability of capture and the invincibility of slave raiders
yth than reality— products of the hyperbole of historical memory and
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. / eans he need for a mission civilisatrice? In re-
ond e ese questions, it is very important to acknowledge, but also not
to o:veremphasme, the effectiveness of resistance. Many people were killed or
carried off, and the lives of countless others were disrupted and forever scarred,
The first objective, then, must be a more nuanced understanding of both raiding
and resistance. A second aim must be to separate the immediate and long-range
impacts of slave raiding and slave trading and resistance to both. :
As for physical resistance to the raids themselves, the limited anecdotal in
formation presented in this essay underscores the need to cull the historical °
sources for more descriptions of episodes of slave raiding and slave trading. -
While specific examples from north-central Africa may be more numerous be
cause slave raiding and the slave trade persisted (and indeed expanded) through -
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, examples from other regions |
and earlier eras may be more common than we suspect. In any case, the data .
presented in the preceding pages, as well as the literature on firearms in Africa -
more broadly, strongly suggest that until the introduction of repeating rifles in
the second half of the nineteenth century, guns were not terribly effective. A
‘review of collected incidents will probably show that local people who chose
to stand and fight still paid a terrible price for their decision to resist. At the
same time, however, slave raiders were not invincible and the capture of their
“victims” was not inevitable. Moreover, resistance by people under attack may
have also exacted of their attackers a price substantial enough to affect the way
the raiders carried out their labor of violence.
It is also crucial to assess the indirect implications of raiding and resistance.
In the case of north-central Affica, for example, many of the forms of resistance
led people to leave their homelands either temporarily or permanently. Today’s
demographic desert, then, is not entirely the result of physical decimation; it is
also the product of effective resistance. In addition, strategies of resistance that
privileged settling in larger villages also had major consequences for hea.lth, <
production, and survival. Larger, more compact settlements in less accessible I!o-
cales created threats to the health of their inhabitants—such as the proliferation
of disease through contaminated watet supplies and the accumulation of waste,
both animal and human. The epidemiological implications of larger settlements
also demand exploration. Historical records and recollections from this part of
the continent include numerous examples of outbreaks of smallpox and other
contagious diseases rendered more ﬁeﬁ“e“t““dmmtb}'ﬁ“ creation of larger
ehiritions of ti (CU[dCﬂ Gregory, and Piché 1992, 39-70; Cor-
and Headrick 1983; Headrick 1994). An assessment

npact of raiding and the effectiveness of resistance, then, requires estima-
he numbers of people lost to the former as well as an appreciation of the
d losses associated with the latter. The task is formidable but possible. It
nstrates that a real, if not always effective, alternative to submitting to
nd traders was indeed fighting back.

¢ this essay to the Muslims and non-Muslims of Ndele and the sous-préfecture
Kouti in the Central African Republic, who in 1974 were making a decided
live together, despite the history of slave raiding and slave trading that so pro-
divided them three-quartets of a century earlier. I also wish to acknowledge
ier, the late Gary W. Irvin, for his encouragement and balanced advice about
‘the demands of research, teaching, and administration.

n this essay I use the expression “Muslim slave trade,” to refer to slave raiding
e trading by slavers on the Islamic frontier in Central Africa who identified
es as Muslims, and who identified the people they enslaved as nonbelievers
kirdi ot kafir in the oral testimonies recorded by visitors to the region at the
ntentionally do not use the term Islamic, for two reasons. First, I focus attention
iders and traders themselves, and on how they distinguished themselves from
tives. Second, I wish to avoid the impression that I am implying that there is
ig inherent to Islam that sanctions slavery. To do so would be to make an es-
‘argument that is inaccurate. While Islamic doctrine has in the past condoned
g.some categories of non-Muslims, interpretations of proper behavior—and
nitions of what is Islamic—have changed through time. For elaboration, see
1960; Juynboll 1913; Philips 1985, 66-87, 195-217. The same may be
ristianity. Although historical convention today refers to the European com-
ptives to the Americas as the Atlantic slave trade, European slavers also often
fthe trade and their activities in religious terms, setting themselves as Chris-
ginst their captives, whom they described as non-Christians or “pagans” or
" See Dayis 1984, 32-39, 42-44, 51-52, 55-71,91-93, 107, 112, 146. In
for earlier periods at least, it would make sense to describe the European
e Christian slave trade. Throughout the world, in all epochs, slavers em-
variety of psychological means of dehumanizing the people they enslaved,
ifying their ill treatment of fellow women and men.
Borno is the current official Nigerian spelling for this state.
For 2 history of the kingdom of Sinnar, see O'Fahey and Spaulding 1974, 15~
4, on slave raiding, 56, 80.
or lists of raids by Rabih and al-Sanusi between 1879 and 1911, see Cordell
55 (fig. 1), 105-8 (fig- 4)-
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factor only after 15 , when trans-Atlantic encounters brought collapse
of Amerindian glations and a resulﬁnidemand for African labor,

Europeans voyaging to thé West African littoral found that they were
able to seize and purchase captives, and gradually incredsed the number
the West African coast between 1450 and 1500, and this number grew
steadily for three centuries. By 1650 the European purchases of enslaved
West Africans had risen to about 4,000 per year, a number more than
six times greater than maritime slave exports in 1500, and which equaled
the number of captives sent from West Africa across the Sahara in

1650 By 1780 the riumber of trans-Atlantic slave exports from West + |

Africa had multiplied by another factor of more than ten, to 50,000 per
year. (In the same period, slave exports across the Sahara rose from
about 2,800 per year in the late fifteenth century to-about 7,000 per
year in the late eighteenth century.) These figures indicate that, to
explain the expansion of slavery and slave trade in West Africa, one
must concentrate on:studying the interactions betweernt Europeans and
West Africans, far more than on the earlier patterns of life among West
Africans alone. © : 3

For the period from 1450 to 1650, we shall focus o the beginnings
of the processes that tould later deliver many more slaves in trade across
the Atlantic. These initial patterns of trade and exploitation, replicated
and reinforced over: the following four centuries, ulfimately brought
dramatic and unfortunate changes to the population and society of
West Africa. ¢ . ! peR 5

Well-informed West Africans in 1450 knew about the Mediterranean
Sea and the Europeans living to the north of it. But it‘was different to
have Europeans ori African shores in advanced ships, opening new
routes of communication. The Buropeans had known; similarly, of the
trade across the Sahara: this exchange in West Africar] captives, linked
to trade in gold, salt, and cowries, had been in existence for centuries.
The majority of West African captives went through:Mali to Morocco
as domestics and to.desert stations as laborers in oasis agriculture and
salt mines. A smaller number crossed the desert from Borno and the

1 On the volume of slave éxports before 1650, see Philip D, Curtin, TheAtlantic Skave Trade: A
Census (Madison, WI: Un of Wisconsin Press, 1969); Ivana EIbl, “The Volume of the
Barly Atlantic Slave Tride, 1450-1521, Journal of African Histary 38:(1997), pp. 31-75; and
Ralph A. Austen, ‘The Trans-Seharan Slave Trade: A Tentative Census, in Henry A.Gemery
and Jan S. Hogendorn ; :
Allantic Slave Trade (New York: Academic Press, 1979), pp. 23-76. See also Nehenila Levi
and J. F. P. Hopkins (eds) trans. J. F. P. Hopkins Corpus of Early Arabic:Sources for West Afican
History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1961).

£

x4
s

|

B

Lo

Ee
il

{eds), The Uncommon Market: Essays in the Economic History of the.

Patrick Manning

Central Sudan to Fezzan and then to the Eastern Mediterranea
European visitors to West Africa sought to undercut the trans-Sahara
trade, and to some degree they succeeded. But in other ways the tran
Sabaran trade expanded along with that of the Atlantic.

In the days before Columbus, the Portuguese focused their attentio
on four areas of the West African coast — Senegambia, Upper Guine:
Gold Coast, and Benin — and these remained the principal points fc

. West African contact with the Atlantic until 1650. The first Portugues

slave trade was the transportation of captives to Portugal as well as §
the Atlantic islands ~ the Azores, Madgi:a and, later, %he Cape Verd
islands.? This trade, lasting from 1450 until it contracted sharply b
1550, brought West African slaves into the production process of whez
in Portugal and the islands. Slaves from the Upper Guinea coast wer
most numerous in Cape Verde; slaves from Senegambia were mos
numerous in Portugal.

Between the Senegal and Gambia rivers, Portuguese merchant
purchased gold brought from the mining areas in Bambuk and Bur¢
and purchased slaves, mostly Wolof-speaking. The wealth brought b
slave sales enriched local and provincial leaders, but undermined th
monarchy of the Jolof kingdam, which by 1500 had broken up inb
smaller kingdoms, each seeking to benefit from the growing Atlanti
trade. The Portuguese, unable to establish a firm base on the mainland
established a base in the Cape Verde islands. From there, merchant
led voyages to the Upper Guinea coast in particular, to purchase captive
who had been seized in the region’s expanding slave trade. Th
Portuguese did establish a firm base on the Gold Coast, with th

ties with the kingdom of Benin, buying slaves and beads ty soll tor .

atElmina,--md Mﬁ:gpeppufosmdmhﬂugal. 2
In the years following 1500, enslavement of peoples in West Afric:

began to expand in several ways.® Portuguese merchants returned fron

* On Portuguese slave trade to 1550, see Eibl, ‘The Vohme of the Early Aflantic Slave Trade’
Bwhux‘hny,&mqmﬂu‘; and the Atlantic Slave Trade, trans. Ayi K\l{ﬂm (C::-nh:;lge
.Cmb&e University Press, 1998); John William Blake (ed.) Europeans in West Africa 1450-
1560, vol. 1 (Londoni Hakluyt Soclety, 1942); and A. E. C. Ryder, Benin and the Europeans’

‘mﬁm emrm!y. o Pmi Iggs)ﬂqgnmlnm

. : 8. , 8ed Jan S. and Marion Johnson, The Skel,
Maney of the Slave Trade (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986); Manuel Lobc
Catera, La Esclavitid en las Canarias Orientales en el Siglo XVI (Negros, Maros y Moriscos,
(Santa Cruz de Tenerifia: Cabildo Insular de Gran Canaria, 1982.); and J. P, Olivier de
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the Indian Ocean with cowries, and sold them in West:Africa; Spain
buﬂtupam]:atanﬁalsyatemnfenslavedlaborinﬂle ixte century
on the Canary Islarids, with slaves purchased from the Portuguese;
and Morocco too exparided its production of sugar. At the desert edge,
the rising empire of Songhai (more than its predecessor‘and neighbor

Mali) relied on slavety and slave trade as a pillar of'its economy.

Ottoman demand for slaves may have also encouraged more trans-
Saharan slave trade through Libya. The total of all these-exports from
West Africa reached about 6,500 persons per year in 1500,

Only after 1550 did West African captives travel in large numbers to
the Americas. Small numbers of Africans participated in the early
voyages of discovery and conquest, and an early effort at Creating a
sugar plantation on Hispaniola in the 1520s relied upon: African slave
labor. Spanish and P fguguese conquest of mainland tetritories in the
Americas took decadgs, and the conquerors sought first to obtain
laborers by enslavin_& local Amerindian populations. After 1550,
however, it became clear that the Amerindian Ppopulationwas declining
because of disease, and both the Spanish and Portuguese turned to
African slave labor. The Spanish, ill-equipped to collect slaves directly,
awarded a contract known as the asiento to merchants of other nations:
Portuguese merchants:dominated these asiento contracts from 1580 to

1660. Three main centérs of slave population in the Américas grew up

in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. Thefirst two were
Peru and Mexico, which acquired captives from West Africa, Slave
populations were condentrated mainly in the urban centres of Lima in
Peru, as well as Mexico City and Vera Cruz in Mexico, Urban slaves:
served especially as artisans and as domestics; rural slaves worked as

 field labourers, 15, and as miners. As Bowser and Palmer have
shown, these slaves came especially from Senegambia, U pper Guinea,
and the Bight of Benin.* They were brought to the Americas via the
Portuguese asiento.  * : :

Fur'g;le third center; of African population in the Amiericas, Brazl,
the slaves came from:Central Africa rather than West Africa. From
1480 Portuguese merchants had taken slaves from Kongp to the island
of Sdo Thomé, and made it the main center of sugar praduction in the

5 : _ i )
Sardan, ‘Captifs ruraux et gsclaves impériaux du Songhay’, in Claude Meillassoux
-'-'En;;u;w :_. Afrique précoléniale (Paris: F. Maspero, 1975), pp. 99-134.

American sla 650, see Fredérick Bowsex, The. African Slate in Colonial Peru,

.9151-1'559'(5:-:-&::?(:& 1 “ﬁnhm:ymlm).mcm [, Palmer, Slaves of

the White God: Blacks in México, 15701650 (Cambridge, MA: { University Press,
1976). - 8T 2 ;
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& African exports of gold, Pepper and gum Arabic, as well as imports o

such commodities as cowries, metals and textiles. There was als

- expanded trade between West African ports,

But slave trade did grow, and the initial lineaments of the Wes
African system of slavery and slave trade were in place by 1650. Th«
quantity of captives exported from West Africa almost tripled fron
1450 to 1650, and most of the increase came from regions bordering

short supply, and populations declined. Walter Rodney has argued,

for the Upper Guinea region, that the first century of contact with the

Portuguese resulted in an expansion of slavery where it had nof

developments up to 1650 in Senegambia, Upper Guinea, Songhai, Gold
Coast and Benin served to foreshadow the elements of the larger system
that was later to emerge.5 The local and episodic impact of enslavement
had yet to become broad and general, but the writing was on the wall.

Slaves from West Africa also became involved on a large scale in
sugar cultivation beg_irmihg in about 1650, as the global economy
entered a period of growth, Since 1500, many regions of the world
had been put in contact by maritime transport. The initial connections,
however, had brought mare devastation than fortunes — cycles of war
and disease, plus the difficulty of making new acquaintances, meant
that the early days of the world economy were difficult. For West Africa,

 as for the world, global connections grew, but local societies did not

With time, however, commercial and political systems began to fit

® For slave trade from West Africa 1550-1650, see Walter Rodney, A History of the Upper

Guﬁ[q- qmt Ii;ﬁ_-:'{ﬂﬂ{) (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1970); _;ll.'_ld..Biﬂy, Senegambia and the
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5 ith global realities. From the 1570s, the : .
Mexi dgfﬂ}églu hfcllgbeglm to provide coins that cn'culated throughou;
ﬁee:uc:r LA g;mwinﬁ system of global trade now encompatased Afric
and‘:is iabor. For instance, Buropeans ust Mexican silyer dnlw
textiles in India and cowries in the Maldives. These commo '--for'a'la afmvew
assing through Burope, went to West Africa in exchange | aves;
e e e e ar i 0
umn_t:nt:lfwg‘,:lavery %uus came from new military ahd commer:::lt
:ref\at;res. The Dutch,:seeking to develop their own commercial powe
Ei;ﬁ?;ﬁkmd by 1650 had estabﬁsl}edc'lﬂlemat;b;f:igs i:cl; m
ial power in‘Burope. The Sa’dian dynasty in Mt ;
gﬂo?;ﬂ'ﬂdpup commercial and military strength in opposition to thma,
Tberian powers, defeated Portugal in 1578 and destrt?yed.Sqﬁghm
1591. While sugar production declined in seventeenth-cén! turj:l edom
the.impuft of slaves from ge Niﬁ and inSeneW igual c‘l-f:lllazg g;%?endun;jnatnd
changes oj up the era in which slave tace comnased
:11112 gttli-l:l.ntic'efsjmmy, when West Africa paid thé’ price for that
economic growth. 3 '_ i

Sugar and slavery, 1650-1800"

; g GoldC & the first regions
gambia, the Bight of Benin, and the Gold Coast weret :
?;I;eeel the 'i.nt'll.l;ac::g'igf expanding slave trade in the Igld%g:'enw.
century. Dutch, English and French merchants came {0 Wesm ﬂﬂmaﬂ\e ok
art of a trend towards world-wide commercial expansion. migece’
Peventeeitﬂ'n century:these northern European adventurers . s;exzeﬂ"rs !
:Nest Indian islands and North American territories (agiwe"l:r ea:.tpo._ s in
the lhdianOoean} and from mid-century w&o‘ﬁa / Dutchm]?ast
: the Caribbean sugar pla - :
ﬁ:;z: m;z;n(q()q! founded in 1602, focused its eﬁg;tsinm::llﬁgie
oL el et et
expansion of a slave colony supplie o Ao
failed’by 1650. Once expelled from Braz
ve;;ut::g i:la:ud% ltrhey,had seized in the Caribbean, especiall
Gt ie merchants rather than planters. ix11663 the Du

Spaini, launched expeditions all over the world -
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supplying slaves from West Africa to Mexico and Peru through t
Caribbean. Dutch seizure of Elmina castle in 1637 gave them contr
over gold expotts, and strengthened their base in West Africa,

In Senegambia, the expansion in volume of slave exports soon 1

into problems.” The Dutch had established a fort on the island of Gor
from 1621, French merchants had established a base on the island .
Saint-Louis in the mouth of the Senegal (where they built a fort :
1659), and Afro-Portuguese merchants from the Cape Verde islanc
had also purchased Senegambian slaves. The numbers of slave purchas
increased, but opposition o slave trade arose, especially among Moo
north of the Senegal River. In the war of the marabouts, which laste
from 1657 to 1679, Islamic leaders gained wide popular support i
their attempt to halt the enslavement of Muslims and create a theocrati
state. The effort failed after initial success, as French aid to the embattle
Wolof kings enabled them to regain their thrones and continue slav
exports. Yet Senegambia, while its slave exports expanded, was nc
able to satisfy the demand for slaves in the Caribbean. In part, this wa
because Senegambia and the upper Niger valley also sent slaves t
Morocco during the seventeenth century. In Morocco, the large fre
and slave population of Africans was organized into the royal military
force. Alawite sultan Mawlay Isma’il (son of the previous sultan and :
concubine enslaved in West Africa), began his fifty-year reign in 167:
by impressing all black men into his army. This corps, known as the
“Abid, grew to a reported 150,000 by the 1720s and maintained the
strength of the monarchy.

In the Bight of Benin, in contrast fo Senegambia, Atlantic slave
exports grew rapidly.® The kingdom of Ardra, composed of Gbe-
speaking people in what is today the Benin Republic, was a polity that
experienced the growing linkages of the global economy. In the late
sixteenth century, Ardra opened ties with Portuguese merchants from
Sdo Thomé, who purchased slaves for work on the island and for

Senegambia, the Niger Vi , and Morocco,
?17 Senegembia; Philip D. Curtin, Econonic Change i Precolomis] A &ﬁ;.;?ﬂuxmb@ﬁe e Era
: the Slave %.l‘n: pgpp.l;:ent m WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 1975);
James Searing, West Africen Slavery and Atlantic Commerce; The Senegal River Valley, 1700~
1860 {(Cambrid c-mm University Press, 1993); Richard L. Roberts; Warriors, ﬁmﬁmh
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dispatch to Brazil. By: the mid-seventeenth century this region
encountered, in:addition, a trickle of Dutch, Eﬁgﬁag and French

- and a pair of Spanish priests who. wrole a catechism in the
Gbe language that came to be widely used in Spanish America. In this

-
o,
i
5

densely populatéd area, the kings and merchanis of Ardra and the

surrounding states were willing to sell slaves ta, Buropeans. Dutch
merchants set up lodges for the purchase of slaves in Savi, Ardra, and
Grand Popo, and delivered; them to the Caribbean ~ 1o the Spanish
through the asiento, and to Dutch, English and French buyers on
Caribbean islands. The English Royal African Company, founded in
1672, took up trade in slaves to supply the expanding English colontes
of the Caribbean and North America. Both Dutch and English
merchants imported substantial quantities of cowries as money for the
purchase of slaves, and contributed to the expansion of the region’s
money supply. f _

Also imported to West Africa were firearms and gunpowder, and
military forces in the region became reliant on musketry and cannon.
Slave trade and gun trade reinforced one another as warfare and slave
exports both grew in the Bight of Benin. Savi and Ardra positioned
themselves against each other in the slave trade, and each set up rituals
in which Européans provided gifts to open trade and became allies of
the states in regional wars. : i

Parallel processes developed at much the same time on the Gold
Coast, though the number of slave exports was somewhat smaller.’
The rise of the kingdom of Akwamu, which sprea@ from the interior of
the Volta valley to seize the coastal Ga kingdom in"1680 and then areas
to its east, brought sales of slaves to the Danes at Accra and to the
Dutch along thé coast 6f modern Togo. Ga refugees fled eastwards
along the coast o settle in Litile Popo, and I:heré’the nseufmilxlmy

leaders such as Foli Bebé launched a series of wars among neighboring
Gbe-speaking peoples that continued to the 1730s. From the 1690,
slave exports from the region reached 5/000-6,000 per year — a rate of
loss sufficient to bring about population decline in'the region — but the
wars and the slave trade continued. % _
TTmewmhmeBiglitdBmmdﬂmGol_'COaﬂtm-_theﬁﬂQi
the seventeenth century brought about the largest impact of slaye trade
on West Africa o that date. Warfare expanded, ‘population declined

4 . : i
o i 2k
? On the Gold Coutﬁi'n:ludm  its averlap with Bight of Benin, I,Sm-lmmﬂay A: Kea,
Settlements, Trade, &ﬁdpﬁm‘l‘sﬂ! the Seventeenth-Century Gold Caast (Baltimore, MD; Johns

Hopkins Universt 'mlmmxmrmmmmmmmmm.

Coast, 1600-1720 (Cixford: Clarendon Press, 1970).
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. gold trade continued, but slave exports

Patrick Manning

across a substantial coastal belt, monarchy and eljte families by
heavily de;_pend_mt on revenue from slave exports, governmen
h’ansfﬂrm&d, residential patterng changed, and the holding as w

jﬁop&n ‘merchants, wh.lc:hmse by a factor of from three to six
. the 16905 to the 1720s. During this era of conflict and transitio

BTeW as prices rose. Fora+
the Gold Coast mq:-ortved gold (from the newly opened mines of |

trade, found itself with declining numbers of slaves to deliver, and
that became so high as to be uncompetitive.

In response fo these changes, two powerful states arose, conqu
much of the region. The great expansions of Asante (1701-7) a
Dahomey (1724-7) were in large part a response to the crisis ct
by the expanded slave trade. But if the fwo states were similar in
expansion, they differed sharply in their subsequent histories. In

subjects.
As the Atlantic slave trade from West Africa expanded in the
eighteenth century, the balance among European merchants chan;

‘Fmdnhmﬁlﬁﬂﬂ_&ﬁﬂ}hﬁmmdﬂuhh"uhmiudu,mmﬁdﬂlﬁs,ﬂaphenw
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erchants from Brazil arrived in the Gold Coast and the Bight of.Be;'dm
:: that by themlm a substantial export of slaves fromi the B:ght of
Benin to Brazil had opened up, continuing to 1850.By the early
eighteenth century, the English were able to establish primacy over the
Dutch in many areas 6f commerce. The English colonies in the West
Indies expanded their sugar output, and English mm:‘t:ants in India
gainedaceesstotheco?";tons that were so m-;purtantfo;:tl;epurchaseof
slaves. (Despite all their wars against each other, the Dutch and English
also co-operated widely in Europe in organizing African voyaggs.}
English success in acquiring slaves won for them t'ne-dgtgnﬁo- in 1713,
after which the English delivered slaves to the Spanish for-the rest of
the eighteenth century. :

With the sharp increase in sIslwe prices in the early e;giﬁemuth century, ~

ion after region expanded its slave exports: in chronological order,
rﬂiglNiger Vaﬂfy, &:%ight of Biafra, and Upper Guine&ln the. Niger
Valley, a band of marauding warriors under the leaders'ggp of Mamari
Kulibali developed by 1712 into the leaders of the Bambara kingdom of
Segu, and their captives went to Senegal as well as across the desert.
The Wolof and Bambara slaves from Senegal became impo;:__tantinaettlhg_
French colony of Louisiana. _ ;
IEhE'IT;:-::\;ighl: of Biafr?gltered the export of slaves on a large st_:ale in the
early eighteenth century."* The system of collecting slaves that evolveoci
there was sharply different from that of the (;;old Cogst or _Bf:ght
Benin; rather than large-scale war, it focused on individual kidxta}ppingulﬁf.
and seizure of individuals through court 5. The Jjo ppr.;h
Bonny and the Efik port of Calabar became the main éntrepdts. ° :
Aro clan among the Ibg, relying on its dominance of the wi}ilely reevpne_r.ftent
oracle at Arochukwi; built up a network for channeling n:apﬁmhar
kidnappings and judicial procedures toﬂleporlsofﬁonnyand(:a]a ar.
By the mid-eighteentlycentury, the Bight of Biafra too wggexpeﬁ?utng
population decline. Eor Upper Guinea, slave exports femaine _ l:a l:h-
low level in the early‘flghheenﬂl century, expanding m&idesl:ly as
Portuguese and French merchants collected cargoes. After1750, exports
rose to a peak of over 15,000 captives per year, and initiated a fifty-
year period of regional population decline.” gelss Vi
~ Resistance to enslavement-now became more general and easier to

3
! b

David mﬂmm;ﬁws Klein (eds), The Trans-Atlantic Slage Trade: A Daiabase on

M (Cambridge: bridge University Press, 1999). Aita L5 YH
=0n. ﬁg!( t of Biatra, 1650-1800, see David Northrup, Trade without Rulers: Pre-Calati]
Economic Development in. South-Eastern Nigeria (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978).
#On Upper Guinea, 1650-1800, see Rodney, Hislory of the Upper Guinea Coost.
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document. Some groups organized themselves to fight off attacks, .
with the Mahi populations caught between Dahomey and Oyo. Othe
moved to hills or swamps to escape raids: the Dogon moved up tl
escarpments east of the middle Niger and the Dasha moved to the hil
north/gf Dahomey, while the Weme and Holli escaped Dahomey t
moving to swampy regions. Settlements of escaped slaves aj
. documented for Sene, ia, and captives on board ships crossing tt

. Atlanti rebelled with regularity.

Fotr West Africa in general, the number of captives sent across
Atlantic increased steadily, from about 4,000 per year in 1650 to abot
- 50,000 per year. in 1800. During this time the trade in slaves across tt
Sahara from West Africa temained roughly constant at about 8,0(
per year. The overall patterns were that population declined, i
general, in West Africa from 1730, and the decline continued well inf
the nineteenth century. Enough women were Tost for the remainin
population to be unable to replace them or their children. In additior
the loss of many more men than women left West Africa with
substantial shortage of men. Of the women who remained, many wer
in slavery. The result was the development of a new social system i
which women were held in slavery within families. This syster
reinforced multiple marriage, concubinage, and sent women to wor
in areas beyond those that had earlier been their occupations. Th
women who went overseas in slavery were overwhelmingly from th
coastal regions of West Africa. In ethnicity and language, they wer
Wolof, Kisi, Mandingo, Akan, Gbe-s g, and Ibo-speaking. Th
men, in contrast, came from these groups and from all other groups
such as Bambara, Gur-speaking, Hausa and Songhai.

In sum, slavery expanded to create a global system of forced labor.’
The European trading powers grew in influence on the African coas
and gspecially in their American colonies. The volume of Atlanti
commerce grew, and that growth included the expansion in Africar
exports and in the of the money supply (in cowries and othe
commodities), But the loss of population and the social disruption o

lavement caused an economic shrinkage for West Africa. Slavery

ﬁught growth to the Atlantic economy as a whole, but not to Wes
tica.

HFor regional volumes of slave exports, 1650-1800, see Patrick Manning, Slavery and Africa
Lg&;ﬂ}ﬂm‘fm’.. tal, Oriental, and African, Slape Trades (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
1950},

#On soclal change, 1650-1800, see Manning, Slaery and African Life; and Dayid Geggus, ‘Ses
Ratio, Age arid Ethnicity in the Alantic Slave Trade: Data f Brifhmpmmdmmam

: Records: Joumat:of African History 30 (1989), pp, 23-44,
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: i lored region by region within West : Tl‘ans-Sa.haran demand for slaves also expanded. Slave exports fro

i w:? o ’l:ﬁ*'f&d“ {:ez@mmhg@tbsj;m%@m exported oap2) Africa expanded in the early nineteenth century; from £
m;o al?ov: mﬁ; mp:nteenth d:nflﬂ'y; for each region there was 18205, slave exports from Central Africa (and also from Hast Afric
TN i et T - usua]lyIEfOHOWEd by a exaeededﬂloae&umWestAmca, though the number of people enslav
a perioc. of rapid expansion e ot mexpn:t ‘mm e thuugh i sosme within Central Africa never reached that of West Africa, The Haiti;
decline in slave exports ml: a c}i 5 loval 'I'he i o Wast Reian =y revolition of 1791-1804 launched the most memorable signal to threaf
cases exports continued al a ghﬂlere ﬁmmm&n i Al the system of slavery. In those tumultucus events, slaves overthrew
regions varied greatly; mnlletu‘:;'les ol tlcal‘:;m Erpansi ” Nal : Iﬂl‘ﬁé system of their oppression and joined with free People of color to defe
sometimes there was social and p e :vmum'w : ._a“ 2 of numerous invaders and establish an independent nation, Y
ﬂ::nhg of slaves ke ""1’°’l’te‘i iR APpatent tmmfo ; St emancipation and abolition, though now announced as inevitable, we

Iegion, : By TS oy P to be slow in reaching their completion throughout the world.

The Atlantic system of slavery, as it reached its peak mTlt?:aI:t:‘e In West Africa, atg_the momerr:t when the %hanitian revolution w;
eighteenth century, began to reveal significant weaknesses. i - unfolding, another revolution exploded in the Central Sudan, linke
slavery movement began the moment m‘“"m_m.‘ bega;‘n, Shadual in part to the issue of slavery. This revolution promised for a while {
of those enslaved, and was revealed in acts of rebellion md:h.ebanamnng ' reduce enslavement but ended up expanding it.’ The jihad pronounce
on board ship and or{ijslave.plantaﬁon_s. Among writers.in Europe 8.111‘1 _ by Usuman dan Fodio, which overthrew one after another of the Hay
the Americas, anti-slavery began during the e,ightem& century. 88 ; kingdoms and replaced them with the expanding Sokoto Caliphat
movement rose toa créscendo at the end of the century with the abolition . beganwith a critique of the enslavement of Muslims by Muslim raider
of slavery in several American territories, and with an active anti-slavery TR It ended up with the establishment of a powerful regime that enslave
movement in Europe and North America. More than En?ﬁ“ﬁi" ~ few Muslims but many others. In the wars of the Caliphate, combatani
however, the uprising of slaves in Haiti and their assertion of freedom - on'both sides were captured and sold, so that the number of Muslir
and, eventually, independence, created an anti-slavery movement that among captives sent to the Americas rose sharply at the end of th
led ultimately to the emancipation of almost all those held in slavery. | eighteenth y.

: 3 i Bteﬁoxe the launching of these holy wars, the empire of Oyo to th
: 100 : . southhad embarked on an active program of slave raiding in the 1780:
Sfm-’fy and a"ﬁ:"ﬂm‘ 1800 1900 . and this brought the expansion in tt?; number of Yorubga, Nupe, ani
i ; Igala captives sent to the Americas. The wars of Oyo became connecte:
b A L a;i:‘:;}%;ﬁ;';“ﬁf S By of the Hausa and Fulani to the nasth, sl £ expande:
Africa were at ance ghallenged, reaffirm :,fmi'aves had been greatly - the exports of captives from the region. Ultimately, Oyo collapsed in ¢
end of the century, thie capture and export : Hh shive statiis tas 1830, and in the abandonment of its capital and the dispersal of it
curtailed, but the number of West Aﬁiﬂmfl‘"ng o 2 ansion, | factions, civil wars developed among the Yoruba peoples, resulting i
larger than at the opening of the century. i mnﬂ'émeﬁ female | otill more exports of slaves. In sum, the era from 1780 to 1850 brough
the system of m"émm‘t was transformed from Eekotoms of slive : a great expansion of slavery throughout modern Nigeria, and expansio
slaves held within households to the develop et {.’i :nd m' . inexports of slaves of Yoruba, Hausa and other ethnicities of the region
villages, with links td; production for markets in Afr i by The exception was Eastern Nigeria where, for the Tho slaves sert o
Throughout theﬂf 1d, the CﬂmPIfme. of 51“317 o i o . from Efik and Ljo ports, slave exports came virtually to an end in th
century matched that in West Afnca.l-"‘qu- British, ‘American the 18305, = h
eventually French tezritories in the Americas, slave resistance a“‘,i, : The British and American governments declared the Atlantic slave
anti-slavery movemest brought a decline in slave imports from S trade to be illegal s of 1808, and the British gradually began enforcing
Africa. But imports to Cuba expanded 'and those to Brazil continued, : : ; :
E ' : & = ' “Forslavery and slave trade in the Sokoto Caliphate, ﬂmn Empire .Sff;:; E:mo;;
i : s ! 1800- ), see H, A The Fulani re of on; vers
“David Patrick Geggus, Hﬂzﬁm Revolutionary Studies (Bloomington, IN*Indiana University p;i"ilfﬁn, !n}én ui]o'ik;s‘;?n Empire, c. 1?1%‘4156 (Oxfo(':::l:mgzmdan Press, 1977).
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the abolition of the slave trade on other European powers and on
African states and merchants. Anti-slave trade measures were effective
almost immediately for British and American vessels, butdid not become
effective for vessels of other nations until about 1820. The Bl:lﬁsh anti-
slavery fleet was established and, especially at the canclusion of the
Napoleonic wars, began to take effect in cutting back slave exports. As
a result, a new sort of settlement developed on the West African cnast,
in which liberated slaves built communities under the [ﬁ-qtectlan of the
navies of the great powers. Freetown in Sierra Leone was the earliest
and most substantial such community, but others grew up on the island
of Fernando Po, at Monrovia in Liberia, and at Libreville in Gabon;
emancipated Braziliafs settled along the Blg_l}t of Benin 1&:'vg'It,l'u:put«_:g:_ﬂ;‘e:]:rua_l
protection. British anti-slavery treaties with African: states became
effective in the Gold'Coast in the 1820s; in the Bight bf Biafra in the
. 1830s, and in other areas after 1850, 4

The era from the 1830s to the 1880s brought a c&mplex mix of |

expansion and contfaction in slavery. In the United:States, slavery
expanded, even without the: import of many new captives, as cotton
production replaced the earlier emphasis on tobacco. Similarly in Brazil,
the expansion of coffee production in Sao Paulo led to the migration of
a million slaves from sugar fields in Bahia to coffee plantations. While
sugar production declined in Brazil, slave production of sugar expanded
dramatically in Cuba, with the import of thousands of African slaves
" up t0 1850, For the mainland territories that gained independence from

Spain, slavery was abolished in stages — by 1828 in Mexico, but not*

until the 1850s in Vehezuela or Peru. In the British tetritories, slavery
was formally limited in 1832, birt the slaves were forced to work in
indenture until their liberation in 1838. Slavery expaiided rapidly in
- Egypt under Muhamimad Ali, but the parallel sic .
N_i)ﬂ;?h Africa was halted after France, newly converted to anti-slavery
in 1848, restricted the slave trade in_Alg;urlha and ﬂﬁmliﬂs:z fg;
Ve ica af 1. Africa, the export of sla i
both West Africa and Centra ) port of e

Americas had virtually ended by 1850, and with that

all ties between Africa and the Americas were in| ed for a century.

Quantities of West African slave exports d $ thgli"'BDabut
remained steady from then'to the 1830s, with about:30,000 captives
sent across the Atlarjtic and with trans-Saharan exporfs rising to over
10,000 per year. Thereafter the Atlantic trade dropped almost to zero

after 1850, whil thE.' Saharan trade continued fx_‘t' _ ; 1y 10,000 per
year until late in thﬁjnineteenm century,”” (Central Agcan exports of

¥ For quantities of um#ms 1800:1900, see David Fltis, Economnic Griyﬂ: and the Ending of

expansion of slavery in.

& place. - '

Patrick Manning

captives across the Atlantic, meanwhile, reached a plateau at abo
30,000 per year from 1800 to 1850.)

The global combination of abolitionism, industrialization, ar
expanding trade brought a wave of transformation in West Africs
slavery. ** Sugar was no longer produced by slave labor, and other cro:
entered the market in Africa as well as overseas. Coffee, cotton, pal

- oil and peanuts became major export crops, each relying on slave labc
New markets arose for African products, within and beyond 1l
continent. From the 1830s, prices of slaves along the West African coa
began to fall, as purchases by Europeans decreased. At mid-centur

- when the export of slaves across the Atlantic had almost ceased, pric

of slaves had declined by roughly 50 per cent from their peak at tl
beginning of the century. This brought the purchase of slaves into
realm of possibility for alarger number of Africans, and slave ownershi
therefore increased. In particular, the male slave population of We
Africa rose, as males ceased to be exported to the Americas.

As the nineteenth century continued, a thriving system of slave
and slave trade developed in the West African savanna, especially i
“the Sokoto Caliphate, but also in the middle Niger and in Borno. No»
the system' came to depend as much on local as on external demanq
Slave labor was used for grain production, for textiles and for leaths
work. Control of slave women and children became the prerogative ¢
wealthy men throughout the region. Thus a new social systet
developed, as substantial numbers of males were held in slavery. Slav
families also changed. Now slave households developed, and the
constructed lineages subordinate to those of the masters.

One measure of the expansion of slavery in West Africa was th
‘wave of slave uprisings i‘:‘tﬁe mid-nineteenth century. Best documente
of these was the set of demonstrations of slaves near Calabar c. 185(
whao protested against their liability to be executed at the funerals ¢
their owners, and won this and other concessions on their status. Withi
the next couple of years, the recently captured Yoruba slaves of th
King of Dahomey rose in rebellion on the palm-oil plantations of th
Abomey plateau. They were put down firmly, but the masters wer
careful thereafter about collecting such large numbers of slaves in on

the Transoflantic Slave Trade (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987); and Manning, Slaver
African i
Transformations in Slavery: A History of Slavery in Afyica (Ca e: Cambridge Universit
Press, 1983); A. J. H, Latham, Old' Calabar, 1600-1891: The Empact of the International Econom
upon & Traditional Society (Oxford: mﬁm Press, 1973), .
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steadily more aggressive. At mid-century, they controlled small segments
ofﬂte}:!ﬁimnconﬂhe, in a modest e n of the' enclaves: they

had dominated for centuries. Then after 1880 the Erench, Germans.

and British claimed larger territories, and by 1900 had’sent armies to
ensure the submission of almost all of West Africa ta.the expanded
European empires. This sudden expansion of Europeanempire in West
Alrica brought dramatic changes for the institution of slavery, but it
did not bring immediate emancipation for most og?those held in
subjugation. : : = ,

The campaign against African slavery, from the 1880s, provided the
ideological prop for the European advance. France, which had itself
not abolished slavery until 1848, justified its advance -up the Senegal
River during the 1860s and 1870s as being, in part, to abolish slavery.
Yet as the wars with Al-Hajj 'Umar and later with Samori Touré became
problematic, the Frerich regimes turned to holding captured slaves in
bondage rather than liberating them, As late as 1905, the French regime
held thousands of men, women, and children in captivity along the
middle Niger and required them to grow grain for the French army
and administration. / :

Afternjath: slivery wnider colonial rie

European regimes in West Africa gave high priority to halting the slave
trade, but low prigrity to. emancipatg'hl;lg the slaves. The French
conquerors of Senegambia and Dahomey announced that slavery was
abolished, but made no systematic effort to enforce the announcements.
In these and other afeas, the arrival of European-led armies enabled
slaves to escape and attempt to make their way Home. The new
administrations gaingd a monopoly of armed force, and thus rapidly

ended most new acts of enslavement. The colonial regimes stopped-

short, however, of formally declaring the emancipation of all slaves,
and made almost no attempt to free the slaves or to guide them to their
homes ot to places of safety. ’ 5 _

As a detailed report from colonial Dahomey made clea it was far
more difficult for enslaved women to take their freedom than for men. -
Many of the women'had children by their masters or.other free men,
and the children belonged by law to the men — a law that the colonial
regimes declined tofalter. Women could take their reedom only by
abandening their children, and commonly refused td-do s0. Instead,
these women and the men'who chose to remain with their masters

Sas ey

Patrick Manning

sought to renegotiate terms. In some cases they were able to gain cont:
of land; in other cages they became subordinate lineages within
master’s lineage.
In addition, the colonial regimes turned to justifying slavery in W
Afrim/. In a striking change of attitude, thglimpenil agenryts of t
Burdpean powers changed their approach to slavery once they h;

. gained power. Even E. D, Morel, later known for his courageo

. criticism of King Leopold’s violent regime in Congo, underwent

sudden change from his 1895 condemnation of slavery in the Soko
Caliphate to his 1900 justification of slavery as a natural and beni
institution in African society.

Slavery did indeed undergo major reform with the coloni
conquest.”” The establishment of European rule meant that it w.
virtually impossible to conduct raids to enslave new captives. For tho
already enslaved, however, their captivity was recognized as legal, ar
they could still be bought and sold. Slave owners, unable to obta
large numbers of new captives, turned to better treatment of adult ma
slaves and especially of women and children. Thus ‘slavery witho
slave trade’, whether in the Americas or Africa, urged owners to tre
their slaves more generously, as they could no longer be replaced wi
a cheap captive. African slavery in the Ppost-slave-raiding days of tl
twentieth century therefore became comparable to that in the Americ;
after the abolition of the slave trade: that is, it was similar to ‘antebellur
us aIavery from 1808 to 1865, to slavery in British territories from 18
to 1838, to French territories from the 1820s to 1848, and to Cuba ar
Brazil from 1850 to the 1880s.

Foreach West African territory, the laws leading to the end of slave
differed. In several territories, laws approved in the first decade of
twentieth century specified that all children born after a certain da
would be free — or would be free once they reached their majorit
Sierra Leone — with its capital in Freetown, the haven of freed slav:
— nonetheless did not adopt an ordinance ending slavery throughon
the colony uritil 1928, In Northern Nigeria, the sldve populatic
remained at the level of perhaps 3 million persons even in the mic
1920s. There were no holidays or emancipation proclamations 1

“For sl in colonial Africa, see Paul B. Lovejoy and Jan S, Hogendorn, Slow Death ]
Slavery: Th Course of Abolition in Northern Nigeria, 1897-1936 (Cambridge: Cambrid,
University Press, 1993); Suzanne Miers and Richard Roberts (eds), The End of Slavery in Afri
(Madison, WIt Unilversity of Wisconsin Press, 1988); Martin A, Klein, Slavery and Colom
Rl in French West Africa (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998); Claire C. Roberts:
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celebrate the return of slaves to citizenship, only a slow and individual
accumulation of the rights and privileges of ordinary Tife,

It was under thesé circumstances of life in the early colonial period,
the era from 1900 to 1930, that European e'thnologmts and colonial
officials wrote up their descriptions of West African society and slavery.
This was at a time when the violence of precolonial slave raids had
been halted by the might of colonial armies, and when slaves, though
‘not yet freed, nonetheless had begun to make demands for fair
treatment. Linking their current observations to a belief that African
societies were static and unchanging, these authors wrote that slaves
were treated benignly as subordinate members of the.master’s family,
and that they had:almost enough advantages in their situation fo
balance the disadvantages of enslavement. These descriptions, usually
written in the form ‘of a social balance sheet,provided the dalafrom
which later analysts of African slavery developed their interpretations,

. Slavery has left a éomplex residue in West Africa today. A historical
appmach to aIavery in West Africa — recognizing its eal:ly origins but
tracing its expansion'and transformation through the impact of external
demand for servile labor — helps explain the complexity. Following

the impact of market demand, another sort of external:force, the power -

of imperial armies and administration, halted the expansion of slavery
and initiated its decline. Yet the colonial regimes were:tnore devoted to
social hierarchy than to social equality, and prevented the full
elimination of slavefy. With independence, the new républics of West
Africa inherited the: mequallﬁes of slavery along with the inequalities
of colonialism., .
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